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SUB J : STEPANOV'S DEATH 

1 . WHEN I EXPRESSED REGRET TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR TODAY 
AT THE AUSTRIAN NATIONAL DAY RECEPTION FOR THE DEATH OF 
SERGEI STEPANOV, THE AMBASSADOR THANKED ME FOR MY CONCERN 
BUT WENT ON TO SAY THAT IT WAS MOST IMPORTANT THAT THE 

U S AUTHORITIES FIND THE ASSAILANT AS OUR SUCCESS OR FAILURE 
IN THIS REGARD COULD IMPORTANTLY AFFECT SOVIET-U S 
RELATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: THIS SORT OF COMMENT FROM A SOVIET DIPLOMAT 
IS NOT VERY SURPRISING UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES. I 

REPORT IT ON THE CHANCE THAT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR'S REMARK 
HERE IN BERN MAY REFLECT AN ORCHESTRATED SOVIET POSITION 
IN A NUMBER OF CAPITALS. 
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